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Forestry
Commission
Tests Wood
Tracking System
systems issues. Poor and slow
internet connection was
identified as a major system
issue throughout the testing.
According to the Forestry
Commission, there were
breaks in connectivity to the
server during the exercise. It
was reported by the IT
department that the Vodafone
link, through which the server is
accessed externally, was down.

http://www.ttf.co.uk

A

three-day simulated
testing of the Wood
Tracking System (WTS)
has been organized for over
forty (40) personnel from the
Forest Services Division
( F S D ) , Ti m b e r I n d u s t r y
Development Division (TIDD)
and Corporate headquarters.

contract. The exercise was also
to compile all outstanding
issues in order to determine a
way forward for bringing closure
to the WTS contract.
Findings of the exercise were
categorised into software and

After a series of tests to
determine what was causing
the break in connectivity, the
session was informed later by
the IT department that the
Public Vodafone IP on the
external link to the WTS server
was allegedly blocked by NITA.
An incident the Forestry
Commission described as
beyond their control.
After the test, out of the ninetyseven (97) sub-divided
modules of the system, ninety>>> Continue on Page 5

The location of the testing was
spread between GIMPA and
FC headquarters to allow the
simulation of field conditions
and therefore enable the
testing of an external access of
the WTS.
The purpose of the exercise
was to confirm if the system
developed meet the
requirements of the functional
specifications and can deliver
the FLEGT license and to find
out whether the system will be
able to pass the stress test of
75 users as stated in the WTS
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News Stories

Tropenbos Ghana Consolidates
Gains with Artisanal Milling Project

M

ost often, gains made by projects in
finding solutions to pertinent
problems that they were set up to
address are lost or eroded after the end of the
project due to a lack of follow up projects that
would cement, consolidate and make
permanent the gains chalked by such
projects.
It is for this reason that Tropenbos Ghana
launched the Project 'Up-scaling Artisanal
Timber Milling to Improve the Supply of Legal
Lumber to the Domestic Market.
The project, otherwise known as the 'Artisanal
Milling Project'; is a follow up to the
'Supporting the Integration of Legal and
Legitimate Domestic Markets into Voluntary
Partnership Agreements Project' codenamed
the 'Chainsaw Project Phase Two' that was
launched by the organisation in 2011. It was
aimed at ridding the Domestic Timber Market
in Ghana of illegal lumber and also
addressing its resultant impact on the
environment through forest degradation as
well as revenue losses to the Forestry
Commission (FC).
The project which ended in 2015 examined

the main reasons behind the proliferation of
illegal or chainsaw sawn lumber on the
domestic market and piloted the Artisanal
Milling Concept as an alternative to chainsaw
milling and the solution to providing legal wood
on Ghana's Domestic Timber Market. By the
end of the project, 200 illegal
chainsaw millers had been
converted into artisanal
millers supplying the
Domestic Timber Market with
legal lumber.
The new Artisanal Milling
Project which is being funded
by the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) seeks to
consolidate the Artisanal
Milling Concept in Ghana by
piloting it in more
communities and thus
expanding its scale of
implementation while
finding solutions to
constraints to its adoption
and acceptance by more
actors in the forestry sector.
It will run for a 12 month
period.

A

group of civil society
organisations working in the
forestry sector has
commended the new Minister for
Lands and Natural Resources,
John Peter Amewu, for
immediately issuing a directive to
restore sanity in the forestry subsector.
The directive, with immediate
effect, calls for an action plan to
deal with illegal logging, illegal
mining and illegal encroachment
in forest reserves. It further halts
all special permits issued after
10th December, 2016; halts all
operations of loggers with expired
permits including logging of
rosewood; and finally bans all
rosewood exports.

Minister for Lands & Natural Resources

Continue on Back Page

© NDF

Group Commends Minister for
Lands and Natural Resources

John Peter Amewu

It was also established in response to calls for
additional piloting of the Artisanal Milling
Concept in more diverse parts of the country
to ascertain its suitability under different
environments.

In a joint press statement, the
group which includes Civic
Response, A Rocha Ghana,
Forest Watch Ghana (FWG), and
Tropenbos Ghana, opined that the
directive was a good approach to sanitising a

sector bedeviled with immense challenges,
including endemic corruption, breakdown in
professionalism and overbearing negative
influence of politicians.
The group, however, bemoaned current
illegalities and malpractices in the sub-sector
describing the rosewood situation in
particular as one of “complete insanity.”
According to the statement signed by the Coordinator for FWG, Samuel Mawutor, and
Programme Manager at A Rocha Ghana,
Daniel Bosu, Ghana illegally exported
rosewood amounting to 10% of the global
trade in 2016.
“The problem keeps escalating as exports in
the banned wood continue in flagrant
defiance of the previous directives banning
rosewood exports. Exports for June 2016
were 467% higher than that of the
corresponding period in 2015,” the statement
said.
“A total of more than 9,000 40ft containers
bearing 292,000 m3 of rosewood were
exported from Ghana to China between
January 2014 and June 2016. What is most
appalling about this development is that
majority of rosewood timber harvested in
Ghana originates from the highly sensitive
savannah ecosystem, which is prone to
desertification.”
Continue on Back Page
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NDF Organises Workshop for Timber
Companies in Central and Western Regions

T

h e N a t u r e a n d
Development Foundation
(NDF) has held a
workshop for some selected
members from timber
companies in Central and
Western Regions on FLEGT and
VPA to improve inclusiveness
among the timber industry in the
FLEGT VPA implementation.
The workshop, held at Elmina in
the Central Region of Ghana,
seeks to increase capacity of
industry while promoting market
transformation that increases the
supply of and demand for legal
timber through procurement
initiatives, business-to-business
engagement and support
measures to increase supply of legal timber.
The meeting was addressed by various
experts in the industry, explaining the
mechanisms of the FLEGT and VPA
agreements to the participants drawn from
the two regions.

selecting some organizations
for one-on-one technical
support engagement as was
done with some bigger firms
under a similar programme
executed by WWF in Ghana
(the Global Forest and Trade
Network programme).
Dr. Richard Gyimah of the
Timber Validation Department
(TVD) of the Forestry
Commission (FC), who made
a presentation on the theme,
Legality Assurance Controls,
Monitoring and Assessment,”
encouraged participants to
identify the gaps between
what the VPA requires them to
do and what is being practiced

©

currently.
Mr. Glen Asomaning, the Project
Coordinator from NDF, took participants
through the purpose of the training
workshop, its objectives and what it intended
to achieve at the end, mentioning that the
next steps after the meeting will focus on

He asked the participants (mostly middle
level managers) from SMFEs and private
sector to recognize the practical value of
auditing and legality verification in the VPAFLEGT process.
Continue on Page 4

Community Based Real Time Forest Monitoring
Lessons Sharing Workshop Organised

A

lesson sharing workshop has been
organized by Rainforest FoundationUK for the implementing partners of the
Community Based Real Time Forest
Monitoring Project (FODER in Cameroon,
GASHE in DRC, and FoE-Gh in Ghana).
The week-long workshop which was
organized at Yaoundé, Cameroun aimed at
bringing partners together to share
experience and feedback about the
deployment and testing of Real Time
Monitoring (RTM) technology, and help refine
deployment strategy for sustainable

integration of the system into governmental
forest enforcement mechanisms
.
In February 2016, Friends of the EarthGhana and Rainforest Foundation-UK
started implementing a project titled
“Community Based Real-Time forest
monitoring” in Ghana which focuses on
active participation and involvement of forest
communities in detecting and reporting forest
illegalities in real time using mobile phone
technology. The lesson sharing workshop
was therefore timely to harness all the
experiences from the one year of

implementation as well as recommendation
for the years ahead.
The workshop entailed presentations from
partners on country specific modeling
including deployment and verification
options, strategic objectives, challenges
and opportunities for RTM system and how
community generated data on illegal forest
activities can have greater impact in
challenging governance contexts.
Strategies to increasing the extent and
quality as well as increasing impact from
community-driven forest monitoring in the
three implementing countries were also
discussed.
The outcome of the workshop was better
understanding of project modeling by the
three (3) implementing partners and the
appreciation of the uniqueness of issues
pertaining to forest monitoring in Ghana,
Cameroun and Congo, the addressing of
technical and implementation issues and
concrete strategies towards enhancing the
impact of community forest monitoring.
The fact that Cameroon and Congo has
laws in their forestry sector that backs
community forest monitoring is worth
mentioning and the good impacts of such
laws are lessons Ghana can take a cue
from. The CRTM project is a two year pilot
project which is scheduled to last till
February, 2018.
Story By Friends of the Earth

©FOE Participants at the Lessons sharing workshop at Yaoundé, Cameroun
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Bitters Brewing
Depleting Prakaw Forest

©CR The bark of tress used for bitters

L

arge quantities of trees are harvested
daily from Prakaw Forest Reserve to
brew bitters, Salifu Baba Adams, a
member of Forest Watch Ghana (FWG) has
revealed.

According to him,
community members
including women and
children, living in
Obogu, Komeso, and
Odubi townships have
made it a business
venture to fell trees
from the reserve
located in the Asante
Akim South District of
the Ashanti Region;
debark the trees and
sell the barks to
producers of bitters
including the Angel
Group of Companies

NDF Organises Workshop
for Timber Companies
He noted that to ensure strict
compliance, non-forest institutions such
as Factory Inspectorate, Ghana Police,
Customs, the Judiciary and GcNet have
been engaged and aside all that, an
external mechanism shall be engaged
as independent monitor to monitor the
entire control system.

Continued From Page 3

He asked the participants (mostly middle level
managers) from SMFEs and private sector to
recognize the practical value of auditing and
legality verification in the VPA-FLEGT
process.
He assured that by the end of the workshop,
participants should be ready to implement
aspects of Gh-LAS including VPA Legality
definition and standard, application of chain of
custody procedures driven by wood tracking
system, appreciation of the process of
conducting internal audits of WTS and legal
timber.
Dr. Gyimah indicated that they would be
capable of communicating the requirements
for GhLAS implementation and associated
monitoring and auditing.
He disclosed that mill visits to observe the
Chain of Custody (CoC) in practice which is an
important component of the training will
however be undertaken during the next cycle
of training for the timber industry to be
organized by NDF.

The presentation also took participants
through the FLEGT licensing system.
He identified the roles of the private
sector in forest administration,
harvesting and transportation as
assisting in information gathering for
reserve management plan, obtaining
landowner consent and following procedures
for importing timber into ports, applying for
TUC, salvage permit, obtaining certificate of
purchase (for confiscated timber) and
securing all required documentations.
He stated that the sector is also to effect all
payments in respect of fiscal obligations
(stumpage, ground rent, export levies,
income tax, SSNIT contributions) in
accordance with the legal requirements and
ensure that companies are not in arrears of
payment.
He ended the presentation by cautioning
participants that all forest related permits
come with conditions and that operators
must study carefully and abide by such
conditions in order to be able to meet
requirements for the award of FLEGT
license. He also emphasized that the new
GLAS and WTS requires private sector
actors to take up issue of documentation
more seriously and start good recordkeeping on all processes and
transactions.
Story by Nature and Development Foundation

©CR Sacks loaded with tree barks ready for sale

(producers of Adonko bitters) and Kasapreko
Company Ltd.
Over the last few years, there has been a
tremendous rise in the production and
consumption of bitters in the country as the
alcoholic beverage is believed to have
numerous health benefits.
Speaking at Forest Watch Ghana's 1st
General Meeting in 2017 held at Larteh in the
Eastern Region, Mr. Adams said, this
business activity which started last year has
seen a boom this year due to high patronage
from the alcoholic beverage producers.
He explained that once the trees are felled,
the community members debark them and
package them in sacks. The alcoholic
beverage producers then purchase the tree
barks at a price of GHS100.00 per 100kg
sack. According to him, the most affected tree
species are owama, tuatin, onsoro gya and
ogyama.
Mr. Adams said this is a cause for concern
because felling of trees in large quantities
from forest reserves will have dire
consequences on the environment.
“It's alarming the rate at which trees are being
felled on a daily basis to brew Adonko and
other bitters. If nothing is done to stop this, it
will lead to deforestation in the area,” he
added.
Peter Ossei-Wusu, another member of FWG
advised that the alcoholic beverage
producers should resort to other alternatives
such as cultivating tree plantations to meet
their production needs.
Source: Civic Response
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Development of Legal Capacity of
Ghanaian and Liberian CSOs on Course
By Ama Kudom-Agyemang

ven though Ghana's forest
cover has been rapidly declining
over the years, the sector
continues to engender attention from
both the local and international
communities, including support to build
capacity of stakeholders in forest
governance.

E

diverse capabilities,
skills and ability to
integrate.” “This,” he
said, “should translate to
a stronger formidable
actor, able to pursue
campaigns to their
conclusive ends.”

Since early 2000, various forest related
dialogue platforms/networks have
been established to stimulate a vibrant
stakeholder dialogue, whose members
are empowered to contribute
meaningfully to sustainable forest
management.

Presentations were
also made on the
results of some studies
and on-going projects.
Participants were
tutored on “The Draft
LI on Timber
Resources and
legality Licensing
Regulation” and “The
Private Members Bill
and How to Engage
Parliament.”

These networks include Forest Watch
Ghana (FWG), which can be described
as the pioneer dialogue network
formed purposely to foster
transparency in the sector's
operations, by unearthing and
publicizing existing illegalities, among
other things. Then came the Forest
Forums organized at the district,
regional and national levels to build
consensus among forest fringe
communities on issues of common
concerns pertaining to the sector.
The latest addition to these dialogue
initiatives, is the Legal Working Group
( LW G ) i n i t i a t i v e , f o u n d e d b y
ClientEarth, a group of environmental
lawyers. Its works in collaboration with
Taylor Crabbe, an environmental legal
consortium. The LWG platform is
focused on developing the legal
capacity of NGOs in the forest sector to
appreciate sector laws and
regulations; initiate amendments in the
case of obsolete legal instruments;
negotiate better social agreements and
to seek legal ways, where necessary to
address their issues.
A core aspect of ClientEarth's work is
the holding of training programmes
focused on forest and related laws for
members in both Ghana and Liberia.
The trainings provide a learning
environment characterized by partner
presentations on the status of key
engagements or campaigns, a main
presentation on a key forest issue, a
tutorial session on some aspects of
purely legal matters followed by open
discussions.
At the February 24th to 25th meeting of
the LWG in Accra, Ghana, participants
were treated to a variety of forest
related issues. From the Civil Society
engagement front, Samuel Mawutor on
behalf of FWG, said, “Currently, there
is a stronger CSO front than ever, with

The training packages are interactive and
“as responsive as possible to the questions
and the work of our partners who participate
in the legal working group to enable them to
use legal skills and knowledge in the work
they are already doing,” says Jozef Weyns
of ClientEarth.
According to him, his organisation's
activities have enabled a number of
changes in the two focus countries. In
Ghana, partners have played decisive roles
in the development of new regulations and
of a national system to ensure the legality of
timber. They collaborated to develop
checklists, which the government will use to
make sure Social Responsibility
Agreements (SRAs) between communities
and logging companies are respected. He
said through their work in Liberia, which
started 18 months ago, local communities
have started using legal skills to negotiate
better social agreements and seek legal
ways to address their issues.
Mr. Weyns stressed that “ClientEarth is
especially glad to see more subtle changes
like improving legal skills and confidence,
changing attitudes as well as seeing a better
connection between forests, people and
law.” To substantiate this, he imitated, “I
think our work has started a shift; where
legal arguments previously ended
conversations, now our partners in Ghana
call themselves 'pocket lawyers' and
engage more confidently in discussions to
make stronger forest laws.”
Mr. Weyns observed a similar trend in
Liberia, “Where communities who feel
frustrated because they are left with too little
when affected by logging operations, are
starting to use legal ways of settling their
differences.” He noted, “I think especially

Participants at one of the tutorial
sessions during LWG meeting
these subtle changes make a difference for
people and their environment, today,
tomorrow and for a long time to come.”
The work of ClientEarth in Ghana and
Liberia, is part of the organisation's wider
forest programme, which aims to address
deforestation and the resulting impact on
poverty, biodiversity and the climate. The
rest of its focus countries are Cote d'Ivoire,
Republic of Congo and Gabon.
Email: kudomagyemang@yahoo.com

Forestry Commission Tests
Wood Tracking System
Continued From Front Page

one were successful with four failing the
system test. Also, the system could not
support the concurrent log-in of 75 users.
From the testing, the GWTS allows for not
more than 25 concurrent users on the thin
client since traffic is on a single port. This
means that apart from the 25 concurrent
users of the thin client, limitless number of
mobile users can access the system at
the same time.
However, the test was useful in providing
insights into the reasons behind the
persisting system and connectivity
issues. While some of these were noted
to be outside the control of both the FC
and the AMGG, the resolution of the other
issues are within the remit of either party.
Notwithstanding the identified
shortcomings, the system was able to
issue the FLEGT licenses. For the full
operability of the system however, the
identified issues will need to be resolved.
Source: TVD of Forestry Commission of Ghana
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Brexit, FLEGT-VPA, and Ghana:

UK must remain
committed to supporting
forest Governance reform

T

he United Kingdom is one of Ghana's
strategic development partners and
our political partnership is over 200
years old. For this reason and Britain's own
reputation, as a support for international
development, it needs to continue supporting
Ghana to reform the forest sector.
Britain, needs to rump up support to ensure
Ghana delivers legally verified lumber and
timber products to the market and to improve
sustain forests and improve the lives of
people.
This support is very crucial now, more than
ever, because of Brexit. What the world least
expected happened – in mid-2016, the UK, in
a national referendum, voted to leave the
European Union. The implications of this
action taken, in March 2017, continue to
unfold.
Nevertheless, the exact full implications are
not yet comprehended. What we seem sure
of however is that UK will no longer fund the
European Union nor the Commission in
present and future Voluntary Partnership
Agreements. What remains uncertain is
what the UK intends to do with existing VPA's
that they continue to champion.
Most FLEGT-VPAs have an EU member
state, besides the EU Commission,
supporting their VPA. In the cases of Ghana,
Liberia, Cameroon, Indonesia and a few
other countries, it has been the UK providing
financial, and to some lesser extent political
support to drive the process. Without such
support, most VPAs would not have reached
the state that they have reached now.
In Ghana, the UK Government has funded
the electronic tracking system which provides
live data reconciliation and tracking
functions. This is a major game changer in
the timber processes. This is because it will
be sealing many loopholes in a paper based
system, which is widely known to be easily
tampered with. This new tracking system is
not only taking the movement to timber for
legal allocation to trade, but is also tracking
who is entering information into the system at
which point and making sure that numbers
add up.
Besides the tracking system, the UK

Government has been supporting with other
logistics such as hand-held devices, power
facilities and other such useful things to
address the challenges of lack of power and
data connectivity which was identified as a
major issue in the 2014 Joint Assessment of
Ghana Readiness to Issue FLEGT
Licences.

Author: Samuel Mawutor
( Co-ordinator , Forest Watch Ghana)

When CSOs raised the need for a
transparency framework for Ghana, to make
up for the absence of a Transparency Annex,
government's initial response was not too
positive. The response from the DFiD
representative, however, gave government
pause to think. The representative stated
that the list presented by civil society was by
no means the longest list seen and that other
countries by the VPA have been required to
provide much more. This comment was
defining and pivotal in the transparency
discussions, and much progress has been
made by government since then.
The DFiD has also funded International
NGOs and Local NGOs such as Fern,
ClientEarth, Civic Response and several
other local organisations which have
continued to champion the civil society work
on VPAs. Among such projects include the
'seat at the table', 'strong seat at the table'
Implementing FLEGT-VPA, Improving forest
governance, and the 2015 round of FGMC
calls.
These projects have supported the building
of local community capacity to appreciate
forest laws, the role of communities in forest
management and their rights in forests. UK
funding has supported forest forum
processes from 2009 till 2015 which reached
out to over 43 districts and over 250 forest
communities in Ghana. These forest forum
processes and support for campaigns and
activities of Forest Watch Ghana has
ensured good quality inputs from local
communities and different civil society
groups into the policy reform 2012 Forest
and Wildlife policy.
Furthermore, the support of UKAid to the
work of the Legal Working Group in Ghana,
convened by ClientEarth and Taylor Crabbe
Innitiative significantly improved the legal
framework of the forest sector for civil
s o c i e t y, g o v e r n m e n t a n d f o r t h e

Parliamentary Select Committee on Forests.
For local communities, the outreach
supported by these organisations have
woken them to their rights as forest dwellers
and in several instances, have asserted their
rights, usually to the surprise of loggers and
sometimes forest managers.
Such
communities, despite many years of logging,
are only beginning to see direct benefits of
logging which comes through social
responsibility agreements.
The fact remains that with the different works
done by NGOs focusing on governance, civil
society has demonstrated great value,
cohesion, co-ordination and ability to more
constructively engage with governments. I
strongly aver that when history of Ghana's
forest sector between 2005 and 2016 is
being recounted and donors like JICA,
DANIDA, RNE and the EU Commission are
being recognised, UKAid will surely have a
prominent place on the wall of fame.
It is understandable now that the global
political landscape has significantly altered
since the Brexit vote in Mid-year 2016. It is
understandable that the refugee crisis and
other economic constraints are real
constraints in Europe.
These notwithstanding, it would be very
unfortunate for the UK to abandon its role as
a champion and leader in tackling illegal
logging, deforestation, and more broadly
climate change. It would not be good for
history to recount that when the going got
tough, UK government recoiled into its
shells, cutting off the legs of positive and
focused civil society making real forest
governance reform progress, and ultimately
killed the momentum for forest governance
reform. It is in adversity that true leadership
demonstrates it mettle.
Email: smawutor@gmail.com
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Swedish Court Fines Teak Importer
sufficient to prove the legality of the timber.
It was found that the company had not
collected critical information on three
elements: the origin of the logs, the logging
company that cut the timber, and
compliance with Myanmar's forest
legislation. These three pieces of
information were all necessary to carry out
a proper due diligence under the EUTR and
without this information, the timber could
not be placed on the market.

A

Swedish administrative court has fined
Almtra Nordic, a company importing
teak from Myanmar, an amount of
approximately EUR 1800 for violating the EU
Timber Regulation (EUTR).
The court further ordered that the company
stop selling timber imported from Myanmar
until it could collect the proper information
needed to assess whether the timber had

been illegally harvested.
According to a complaint made by an NGO,
Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA)
against Almtra Nordic to the Swedish
authorities, it was confirmed that even
though Almtra Nordic could show that the
timber came from the Myanmar Timber
Enterprise (a company managed by the
government of Myanmar), this was not

This decision of the Swedish courts has set
an important example to companies and
authorities not to rely solely on official
documentation from the country where the
timber has been harvested, but to be able
to collect information to trace the supply
chain back to the exact point of harvest.
The EIA has also made formal reports
about similar offences by nine teak traders
working in five Member States. These
cases are expected to be investigated and
actions taken soon.
Source: EUTR

Interpol Issues ‘Purple Notice’
for Illegal Timber Trading in Brazil

I

nterpol has issued a 'Purple Notice' (an
international alert/request for cooperation)
on illegal timber trading activities in Brazil's
Pará State.
This Purple Notice was the outcome of a long
series of investigations that started in 2014,
when Greenpeace made a complaint to the
Belgian authority responsible for enforcing the
EU Timber Regulation about timber from the
Pará State region.
That complaint led the Belgian authority to
temporarily seize the timber, which it held
while it conducted an investigation. However,
following the investigation and contact with
authorities in Brazil, the timber was released
in early 2015.
Even though no sanctions were issued on that
specific timber in Belgium, the investigation
caused a ripple effect of action and discussion
in Brazil and the EU, and increased
awareness of potential illegal timber coming
from Pará State.
Brazilian authorities sanctioned a Brazilian
sawmill that had exported timber to the EU
(without sufficient information about where
that timber had come from), and this sanction

was enough for companies
in several EU Member
States to stop buying timber
from the owner of that
sawmill, due to the risk that
the timber was illegally
harvested.
Finally, an investigation by
the Brazilian Federal Police
uncovered a new technique
that is being used to launder
illegal timber in Brazil, which
lead to Interpol publishing
the 'Purple Notice'.
This investigation shows
the importance of
monitoring and identifying
potential illegal activities,
and that even if a complaint
under the EU Timber
Regulation does not lead to
an immediate sanction, it
can trigger further
investigations that uncover
illegal operations.
Source: EUTR

Articles, Stories and Contributions
can be sent to stetteh@ndfwestafrica.org
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TB Ghana Consolidates Gains Group Commends
with Artisanal Milling Project Minister for Lands
constraints to the Artisanal Milling Concept
such as limited access to legal raw materials,
inadequate capacity of artisanal millers, and
the lack of information on the prospects of
the Artisanal Milling Concept as well as
inadequate support from service providers.
Consequently, it would develop modalities
for improving artisanal milling through
capacity building and networking of
artisanal millers towards an effective
FLEGT/VPA implementation.

Continued From Page 2

This is because while the concept has proved
to be an efficient and suitable alternative in the
communities in which it was piloted, the scale
of piloting was not large enough to justify its
acceptance as a nationwide concept hence
the need for further expansion of the concept
to merit its adoption by government as an
alternative to chainsaw milling.
The project seeks to find solutions to

Some of the significant activities envisaged
under the project is a research on artisanal
milling with respect to its economic viability,
and social, environmental and timber legality
implications; and a survey of existing artisanal
millers geared towards the compilation of
information on artisanal milling associations,
businesses and service providers while
assessing their training needs.

and Natural
Resources

Continued From Page 2

The Group also pointed out that galamsey
activities too continue to threaten the integrity
of forest and land resources everywhere, and
decried how resource managers have
seemingly accepted this.
“We have looked on with concern the wanton
disregard for the forestry laws of Ghana and
the ineptitude of the Forestry Commission
and law enforcement agencies to bring these
illegal activities to a halt. This situation
portrays negligence and a lack of
commitment to the Service Charter of the
Forestry Commission, as well as its own
Vision and Mission.”

Key deliverables under the project will be a
source book on artisanal millers, a training
manual for artisanal millers and three fully
developed artisanal milling groups.

The Group also alleged that the abuse of
permit allocation in the sector did not begin
from December 2016 and therefore called on
the Minister to dig deeper into logging and
mining contracts which date some years
back.

Source: Tropenbos Ghana

Source : Forest Watch Ghana

ABOUT NDF
The Nature & Development
Foundation (NDF) was legally
established in November 2013 in
Ghana. It was born out of the
long presence of WWF in Ghana
and across the West African
region as a non-profit
organization, limited by
guarantee.
The foundation has a mission to help build a society in which human
development and nature conservation complement each other. It also
believes that, ways exist to balance the needs of development with
sustainable land uses that do not threaten forest biodiversity and
forest dependent livelihoods of the region.
NDF understands that it must not limit itself to working only with those
in the forest industries itself, but must engage more widely in multiple
sectors and processes if it is to achieve its mission.
Though currently active in Ghana, it aims to increase its activities in
Cote d'Ivoire and Liberia in the future. For more information visit
www.ndfwestafrica.org
Or call TEL: +233-302-518-710

ABOUT ClientEarth
“ClientEarth is a public interest
environmental law organisation,
founded in 2007. Their work
combines legal approaches with
scientific and policy analysis to
create practical solutions to the most
pressing environmental problems
(www.clientearth.org).
ClientEarth’s Climate & Forests programme works to influence the
development, implementation and enforcement of legal frameworks and
policies. They seek to improve the operation and effectiveness of law in the
EU and in non-EU focus countries with a view to minimising the impacts of
agriculture, extractive industries and illegal logging on forests. They focus
both on the substance and procedure of laws so that they become effective
and equitable mechanisms to protect forests. Improved use and
management of forests can contribute to a reduction in inequality and to
tackling poverty, particularly for forest dependent communities.
Since 2012, ClientEarth has been working with national lawyers in Ghana,
Gabon and the Republic of Congo to empower civil society organisations
(CSOs) for them to take part in processes of law reform and implementation.
Voluntary Partnership Agreements (VPAs) contribute to those processes
and are therefore been an integral part of the focus of their work in country.
This body of work is by the UK government under a DFID-FGMC (Forest
Governance, Markets and Climate) grant.”
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