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Civil Society Organisations in the environmental sector are 
calling for a halt on mining activities in the Tano-Offin Forest 
Reserve located in the Atwima Mponua District of the Ashanti 
Region. 
 
In a press release which was jointly authoured by Forest 

Watch Ghana, Wacam, National Forest Forum Ghana and 

Kasa Initiative, stated that due to the reserve’s significant bio-

logical importance to human existence, mining in it will result in 

negative consequences.  

The Civil Societies alleged that permit had been given to a 
company close to the seat of government to undertake mining 
in the reserve, posing threat to its biodiversity. 
 
They claimed that a visit by a team of journalists to Kyeriaso, 

near Nyinahin on 8th June, 2016 revealed that the company 

had already mobilized equipment (a loader and a bulldozer) to 

the site at Kyeriaso pending the issuance of the permit which 

has now been issued.  

Continue on Page 7 

Stop Mining in Tano Offin Forest    

Reserve - Civil Society Groups  

www.peacefmonline.com  

www.tropenbos.org   

https://www.google.com.gh/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiH1f7n68jOAhVHnBoKHbl7Ab4QjB0IBg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.peacefmonline.com%2Fpages%2Fcomment%2Fpress_releases%2F201607%2F285711.php&bvm=bv.129759880,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNF
https://www.google.com.gh/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjRpMan7MjOAhXCMhoKHU1JBD8QjB0IBg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tropenbos.org%2Fnews%2Fcivil%2Bsociety%2Borganisations%2Bdecry%2Bthe%2Bmining%2Bof%2Btano%2Boffin%2Bforest%2Br


TVC Designs Complaints Forms 
The Timber Validation Committee (TVC) has designed a complaints 
form which has been adopted as part of the official component of the 
Timber Validation (TVC) complaints management system. 

 The Complaints form will serve as the official TVC document to capture 
complaints in a systematic and structured way. 

It will help pinpoint the causes, type and nature of complaints that re-
quire attention by the concerned individual staff, division or department 
of the Forestry Commission (FC). 

It will also provide an opportunity to examine the respective complaints 
and devise appropriate solution such that the verification and validation 
processes under the Legality Assurance System (LAS) administration is 
not troubled by the same problem on a continuous basis. 

Complaints will be seen as equivalent to flaws in the TVD verification 
and validation processes and have been expressed because of malad-
ministration or incompetent governance. The Forms will help reveal the 
shortcomings of the TVD and its processes and decisions. 

The complaint Form will be the main medium through which concerned 
and affected stakeholders voice their problems and express the unfair-
ness they may have been subjected to. Thus the case is formally han-
dled if properly depicted, via the forms. 

Any further information or questions regarding the form should be chan-
nelled through +233(0)289516503 or email: tvc.hqfcghana.org.  

Source: TVC of the Forestry Commission 
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International Community hails CSO-Government Collaboration in Ghana 

of the Ghana LAS and its timber sector.”  

In a related development, China, the major pro-

cessor of wood products, has stepped up efforts 

towards legal timber trade. Its new position is a 

significant shift from the previous stand where it 

placed the responsibility of ensuring legal timber 

on the producing country. Indonesia on the other 

hand has also made significant progress towards 

issuing its first Flegt license, the SVLK, which is 

expected to enter the European market in 2017.  

The two-day event took place on the 16th and 17th 

June this year and was well attended by different 

governments, trade organizations and civil society 

organizations engaged in the fight against illegal 

logging. The event was the 26th in the series of 

such meetings.   

Story by: Jemima Opare-Henaku 
(Communications Officer)/Civic Response  
 

Ghana has been applauded for fostering good collaboration 

between Civil Society and Government in ensuring sustaina-

ble legal timber trade.  

At the Illegal Logging Updates meeting organized by Chat-

ham House at the Crystal in London, a joint presentation by 

Mr. Chris Beeko, Director of the Timber Validation Depart-

ment (TVD) and Mr. Obed Owusu-Addai, a Programmes 

Officer in Civic Response, a Civil society representative, 

highlighted the milestones that have been achieved by Gha-

na so far and the tensions on issues which ended in amica-

ble compromise positions. 

This included the improvements in trans-

parency, civil society participation in the 

technical aspects of the Legality Assur-

ance System (LAS) development and 

rollout, opportunity for civil society to 

serve as observers and the collective 

effort in developing an audit checklist for 

Social Responsibility Agreements 

(SRA).  

The joint presentation by Ghana was 

lauded by many participants as it 

demonstrated good partnership between 

civil society and government, despite the 

different views they hold. It also showed 

a significant departure from other coun-

tries’ presentations which didn’t have a 

more representative voice of different 

concerns. 

Mr. Owusu Addai said “the collaborative 

approach to development of the LAS 

and improving governance is the sure 

way to secure buy-in of stakeholder and 

also ensure the credibility and legitimacy 

Articles, Stories and Contributions 
can be sent to  
stetteh@ndfwestafrica.org 

©TVC A Section of the TVC Complaints Form 
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Tropenbos donates Communication Facility to Sokobhan Wood Village  

Tropenbos International Ghana has donated a 

Communication Facility to the largest wood 

market in West Africa, the Sokobhan Wood 

Village in Kumasi.  

The facility is to serve as a tool for educating 

wood workers at the market on pertinent issues 

relating to safety at work, need for protective 

clothing, personal and environmental hygiene at 

the work place and disease prevention and 

control among several others.   

The Communication Facility, meant to facilitate 

information sharing at the wood market, is val-

ued at 45,000 Ghana Cedis and is under the 

auspices of the European Union (EU) funded 

project “Supporting Intermediaries with Infor-

mation and Guidance to Comply with the Timber 

Legality Assurance System and Engage in Ad-

vocacy on the Domestic Market Reforms”, other-

wise known as the Timber Legality Compliance 

and Advocacy Project (TILCAP). 

TILCAP, implemented by TBI Ghana is in re-

sponse to the low level of knowledge amongst 

Small and Medium Forest Enterprises (SMFE’s) 

on the VPA and new and emerging policies in 

the forestry sector. 

The donation of the Communication Facility 

also formed part of efforts to sustain the work of 

TILCAP, which focused on providing trade 

associations of SMFEs with information and 

guidance on Ghana’s Timber Legality Assur-

ance System (TLAS) and also establish con-

duits in the form of Peer Guidance Teams 

(PGT) to serve as channels for sustained edu-

cation of members  of the various trade associ-

ations for compliance with the dictates of Gha-

na’s TLAS under the Voluntary Partnership 

Agreement (VPA). 

The facility would be managed by the Infor-

mation Centre Sub-Committee of the Executive 

Committee of the Wood Workers Association. 

The Committee is made up of representatives 

of carpenters and other wood workers, lumber 

traders, the Ghana Road Transport Union 

(GPRTU) and food vendors operating in the 

market. 

CSOs Demand Transparency on Special Permits – Contd. 
Civil Society Organisations, following up to the campaign on 

special permits have made significant progress between 

March and July 2016. In the previous update, civil society had 

made a formal request for all existing permits from the For-

estry Commission. This was to provide a better contextual un-

derstanding for civil society discussions and options for ad-

dressing the legal unsoundness and the potential arbitrariness 

in the allocation of such permits. 

Despite the delay, the list of permits was formally submitted 

to civil society through Forest Watch Ghana, on 11th March, 
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In a related development, a Bosh Power Box has 

been commissioned at the wood market by the Ger-

many based Bosch Company. The Bosch Power Box 

is intended to provide training for artisans, craftsmen 

and small contractors on the usage of Bosch wood 

working tools and also provide maintenance services 

and repairs of the tools in a bid to assist them to pro-

duce high quality and durable wood products to avoid 

wood wastage.   

Story by: Tropenbos International Ghana 

©TBI Communication facility at the Sokoban Wood Village 

2016.  The list provides details about the permit holder, address and 

property mark, the location of the permit area, the date granted and 

the expiry date.   

The information has since been circulated and shared with different civil 

society groups interested in the discussion.   

Contrary to widely held perceptions that most of the permits were soon 

to expire, it is apparent from a cursory analysis of the list that about 

33 of such permits would expire in 2042; 9 would expire in between 

2016 and 2018; 1 would expire in 2047 with the others expiring in 

various dates between the listed dates.    

It is also interesting that one of the permits was issued on 10th March, 

2016, a day before the list was provided to civil society.  A fuller 

analysis of the permits has begun and it will focus on monitoring for 

compliance with the harvesting schedule. 

The act itself demonstrates that transparency of the FC is very possible.  

It is a good step towards improving logging information availability in 

the forest sector.  Such good governance efforts of the Forestry Com-

mission is worth commending. More of such improvements is expected 

going forward. 

Story by: ClientEarth 



CSOs Discuss Legal Timber/ VPA with timber trade associations and Parliamentary  Committee 

Civil society organisations (CSOs) in the forestry and environment sector have held a quarterly 

meeting on the 15 and 16th June 2016, in Accra to discuss measures to reduce illegal timber 

and improve the way forests are managed. This meeting was part of processes that CSOs have 

put in place to engage actively and consciously the issues on legal timber and sustainable for-

ests in Ghana.  This is against the background of the Voluntary Partnership Agreement, or VPA 

between Ghana and the EU. This trade agreement aims to support the trade of legal timber.  

On this occasion, civil society held discussions with leaders of the Ghana Timber Millers Organi-

zations (GTMO) and Ghana Timber Association (GTA), as well as with members of the Parlia-

mentary Select Committee on Lands and Natural Resources. Below are some key highlights 

and conclusions  

More efforts focusing on industry are needed to prepare for legality licensing 

Industry and civil society recognised the efforts by the Forestry Commission and other stake-

holders to build capacity on the VPA.  However, some questions and misperceptions remain 

unaddressed, and knowledge of VPA requirements are still low in some cases - especially 

among small and medium-sized companies. It was therefore agreed that CSOs and Industry 

should collaborate on efforts to ensure legal timber in Ghana.  

Continue on Back Page 
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Study shows Fragmented data on Pericopsis elata 
Studies conducted by two researchers in the 

area of marketing, trading and sustainable 

conservation of pericopsis elata (Afromosia) in 

Ghana have revealed that data on all aspects 

of the species is inadequate, with no specific 

research done on it.  

According to the studies, current information 

on the population status, distribution and com-

position and conservation status of Pericopsis 

elata is fragmented and inconsistent. 

At a workshop to present findings of the re-

search for the necessary validation, it was 

revealed that the species is threatened by 

excessive logging and estimated to have a 

resource life (the number of years that a spe-

cies can be exploited commercially at the 

current rate of extraction) of zero due to its low 

growth rate.  

One of the researchers, Professor Samuel 

Kingsley Oppong, who looked at the sustaina-

ble conservation status of Afromosia said, the 

species is still under threat and may not be 

sustainably harvested as logging is still ongo-

ing with or without forest officials. 

Other key issues identified by Mr Elvis 

Kuudaar, who conducted a market survey on 

the species, revealed that Forestry Officials 

have poor knowledge on the protected status 

and requirement procedure for the trade of 

Afromosia.  Mr Kuudaar said “all they know is 

it’s a protected species and one needs permit 

from RMSC to harvest it”. 

Additional indications are timber traders not 

aware of the restricted status of pericopsis elata 

and the requirements for its trade, also the FC 

not having specific measures to track illegal 

trade in Afromosia on the local market and 

mislabeling, beyond the measures put in place 

to avoid illegal harvesting.  

In validating the report findings, participants 

suggested that there was the need for the FC to 

recruit competent wood scientists to lead their 

inspectorate divisions to identify various woods 

on the market. They also called for sensitization 

of actors in the informal sector on the actual 

” Forestry Officials have poor 

knowledge on the protected  

status and requirement          

procedure for the trade of      

Afromosia” 

names of woods to avoid mislabeling. Other 

recommendations were to reduce the find-

ings into mini communication outlets to 

advance education on the species. 

The research was spearheaded by Nature 

and Development Foundation with support 

from the International Tropical Timber Or-

ganisation under the project “Improving 

sustainable pericopsis elata conservation 

and trade regulations in Ghana”. 

Story by: Nature & Development Foundation 

©NDF  Participants at the Validation Workshop 
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Ghana has been experiencing erratic power sup-

ply since 2012 due to challenges with power 

generation. Irregular supply of natural gas from 

the West Africa Gas Pipeline and the low water 

levels in the Hydro power plants due to climate 

variability has contributed to this low water levels.  

As a step to resolving Ghana’s energy challeng-

es, Government is making arrangements to install 

a super-critical coal-fired power plant in Ekumfi 

Aboano in the Central Region.  

The coal-fired power generating process would 

involve burning of pulverized coal in a boiler to 

heat water to produce steam which flows into a 

turbine, which spins the generator to produce 

electricity. According to the Volta River Authority, 

the project will strategically provide a reliable 

basis for Ghana’s base load operation while opti-

mizing power generation portfolio and generation 

reliability at favorable price advantage to support 

Ghana’s economic and social development. 

Speaking at the just-ended Contact Group Meet-

ing held in Ho for Non-Governmental Organisa-

tions working in the forest and mining sectors, the 

Coordinator of the Center for Environmental Im-

pact Analysis, Samuel Obiri, called on civil socie-

ty organizations to join in the campaign against 

government’s plan to resort to coal-fired power 

plant to resolve Ghana’s energy crisis. 

Mr. Obiri expressed concern that this technology 

Also high emissions would mean that Gha-

na will be contributing more to carbon emis-

sions. 

Mr. Obiri also explained that Ekumfi Abo-

ano, the proposed site for the project, is an 

earthquake-prone area and therefore in the 

case of an earthquake, the effects will be 

devastating.  

Coal-Fired Power Plant is Bad For Ghana  

 

 

 

The Contact Group meeting was convened by 

Civic Response, a leading natural resource 

and environmental (NRE) governance policy 

advocacy organisation in Ghana, and funded 

by the European Union and UK Aid. 

Story by: Jemima Opare-Henaku  
Communications Officer, Civic Response  

 is not only outmoded but will also pose a 

great risk to the environment in general.  

“The proposed super critical coal-fired 

power plant technology will result in the 

emission of poisonous gases into the 

atmosphere, thereby causing air pollu-

tion,” he said. This could have dire im-

pacts on communities living by the gener-

ating plant.  

He indicated that a group of Non-Governmental 

Organisations have formed a coalition to fight 

against this project. He, therefore, called on 

other civil society organisations to take interest 

in the fight and help stop the project before it is 

even commenced.  

“It is easier to fight against such projects before 

their commencement; once they commence, it 

becomes difficult to stop them,” he said.  

www.ghanacrusader.com  
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ITTO Analysis of Brexit Implications for Timber Trade and FLEGT  

The International Timber Trade Organization 

(ITTO) has analysed potential impacts of a UK 

departure from the EU (so called Brexit) on tim-

ber trade and FLEGT. 

The ITTO says “Brexit will have significant implica-

tions” for the tropical wood sector. It notes that the 

UK is the EU’s largest importer of timber from tropi-

cal countries by a significant margin. In 2015 the 

UK accounted for around 25% of the total value 

imported into the EU from tropical countries. This 

compares to 15% imported into France, the second 

largest EU market for tropical timber. 

 

UK import value of tropical timber products in-

creased by 32% from EUR 720 million in 2011 to 

EUR 960 million in 2015. This is in contrast to other 

leading EU markets for which, during the same 

period, tropical timber imports were either flat 

(Belgium) or declining (all others). 

 

“The expected economic slowdown in the UK on 

the back of the uncertainty after the referendum 

result is therefore likely to have a disproportion-

ately large impact on the EU’s imports of timber 

products from tropical countries.” 

 

“A large part of the recent growth in UK imports 

of timber products from these countries has been 

in the form of furniture from Vietnam, Indonesia 

and Malaysia – a trade now likely to slow in the 

short to medium term. Longer term, the pro-

spects for tropical timber products in the UK and 

the EU will be partly dependent on the speed of 

underlying economic adjustment and partly on 

the terms of trade agreed.” 

 

The ITTO says that If UK recovery is relatively 

swift, there may be longer term advantages for 

tropical timber producers if the new arrange-

ments lead to introduction of tariffs or otherwise 

impede trade in timber products between the UK 

and continental Europe’s large and dominant 

wood product manufacturing sector. 

 

Implications for UK policy and FLEGT 

 

The ITTO also notes uncertain policy implica-

tions for the timber sector associated with Brexit. 

UK technical standards for the vast majority of 

building products are now set at EU level under 

In the first quarter of 2016, Cameroon 

suspended the licenses of four logging 

companies, issued 35 other companies 

with warning notices and generated 54.2 

million FCFA (82.6 million euros) in fines 

related to illegal activities in the forest 

sector. 

The statistics were published by the Minis-

try of Forestry and Wildlife’s National Con-

trol Brigade for Control Operations, and 

presented to the media on 4 August. 

 

Cameroon committed to the publication of 

such information in its Voluntary Partner-

ship Agreement (VPA) with the EU, which 

aims to address illegal logging by improving 

forest governance and promoting trade in 

legal timber products to EU markets. 

 

The quarterly register presents infor-

mation on cases of illegality in the forest 

sector and on sanctions imposed 

against companies. 

 

The four companies whose licenses 

were temporarily suspended are: 

SITAF, SCDC, South & FILS and SO-

FIE. The Head of the National Control 

Brigade for Control Operations, Ella 

Ondoua Ambroise Rodrigue, said the 

suspensions would be lifted if the log-

ging companies paid fines levied on 

them. 

 

Story by EU FLEGT Facility 

Source: Cameroon Tribune 

Cameroon publishes data on illegal logging cases and fines  

the terms of the EU Construction Products 

Regulation. 

“This situation won’t change any time 

soon, particularly as even after the UK 

has left the EU, UK manufacturers selling 

any product into the EU will have to con-

tinue to abide by EU standards. However, 

the UK’s exit from the EU would open the 

door to gradual divergence of UK and EU 

standards for construction and other prod-

ucts.” 

 

The ITTO says that while such divergence 

could also affect application of the EU 

Timber Regulation (EUTR) in the UK, it is 

“unlikely there will be any significant 

change in the terms of this regulation in 

the UK in the foreseeable future.” 

 

“The UK in both the public and private 

sector has been a leading player amongst 

EU countries to develop measures such 

as the EUTR, provide political and tech-

nical support for FLEGT and promote 

responsible timber procurement policies.” 

 

“There’s no reason to expect Brexit to 

lead to a reduction in this level of commit-

ment, nor a reduction in cooperation be-

tween EU and UK agencies seeking to 

address these issues.” Click www.flegt.org 

Story by EU FLEGT Facility                                               

Source: ITTO Tropical Timber Market Report  

©Ollivier Girard/CIFOR     Wood truck in Ebolowa district, Cameroon  
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Forestry Commission to lease out degraded forests to Offinso tree growers 

Stop Mining in Tano Offin Forest Reserve  
Continued from Front Page 

The permit, alleged to have been issued by the Forestry Commission, is dated 10th 

June, 2016 and has granted the company the license to mine in the said Forest 

Reserve.  

They noted that the said company had already targeted the Fure River forest re-

serve in the Western region.  

“We are calling on and supporting regulators to live up to the task that the citizens 

and the Constitution of Ghana has entrusted them with. We have a responsibility 

as citizens and if we fail in these endeavours, posterity will judge us. Such disre-

gards to order must stop and stop fast!,” the release indicated. 

The CSOs however appealed to the President and Otumfuo Osei Tutu II, the cus-
todian of the Reserve, to help save our forest reserves for future generations. 
 
The Tano-Offin Forest Reserve  is the 4th largest Globally Significant Biodiversity 
Area (GSBA) in Ghana and has been classified as a protected area. the Offin River 
also passes through this forest reserve which has a total area of 41,392ha 
(413.92km2). 
 
Story by: Jemima Opare-Henaku (Communications Officer)/Civic Response  
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The Forestry Commission (FC) has assured members of the 

newly inaugurated Offinso Tree Growers Association that it would 

lease degraded portions of the Opro River Forest Reserve and 

the Asufu East Forest Reserve to them for the establishment of 

tree plantations under the Modified Taungya System. 

This assurance was given by an Official of the Forestry Commis-

sion (FC) in response to enquiries on how Tropenbos Internation-

al (TBI) Ghana, which inaugurated the association under its 

Landscape Restoration Project on July 5, was going to assist its 

members to acquire land for plantation development. 

Under the Modified Taungya System, tree growers are expected 

to receive 40 percent of the produce with the FC taking 40 per-

cent while 20 percent would be given to landowners and the 

communities in which the forest reserves are located. 

The action, geared towards involving smallholder farmers in the 

reforestation of degraded forests in Ghana, would allow benefi-

ciaries to adopt the agroforestry concept whereby food crops 

would be cultivated alongside trees. This would ensure that farm-

ers derive short term benefits by having access to food and also 

enhance food security in forest fringe communities. 

The 80 members of the association who attended the inaugural 

ceremony also asked for logistical support in the form of farm 

implements such as cutlasses, wellington boots, improved tree 

seedlings and access to extension services.  

Tree growers in the Offinso Forest District were organised into an 

association as a key output of the ‘Landscape Restoration Pro-

ject’ being implemented by TBI Ghana in an attempt to organise 

smallholder plantation farmers at the grassroots in anticipation of 

the formation of a national tree growers’ association to oversee 

the affairs of smallholder plantation farmers. 

The association, which draws its members from the Samproso, 

Kayera/Aduana, Anyinasuoso and Koforidua, is the third to be 

inaugurated recently after the Diaso Tree Growers Association in 

the Dunkwa Forest District and the Nkoranza Tree Growers As-

sociation in the Kintampo Forest District. 

 Story by: Tropenbos Internationl Ghana 

©TBI    Cross section of Tree Growers in the Offinso Forest District 

Articles, Stories and Contributions can be sent to stetteh@ndfwestafrica.org 
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CSOs Discuss Legal Timber/ VPA with timber trade associations and Parliamentary Committee 

FoE-Ghana is a 
member of Friends 
of the Earth 
International, a 
federation of 76 
autonomous 
environmental 
organizations from 
all over the world.  
 

Our vision is that Ghana should become an ecologically 
and economically sustainable society based on equitable 
distribution of resources to both men and women and the 
highest achievable standard of living for all. We promote 
solutions that will help to create environmentally 
sustainable and socially just societies.  
 
Our mission is to work with others to build a movement 
for environmental change that spans from local to global 
levels. Our core activities cover natural resource 
management, policy and legislation issues including 
forest and biodiversity conservation, climate change 
mitigation and adaptation, sustainable land 
management, extractive sector advocacy, watershed 
conservation management, livelihoods support and 
women and youth empowerment.  
 
We have a membership of about 15,000 people and over 
2000 volunteers.  Visit  www.foe-ghana.org  
for more details. Or call  TEL: + 233– 302– 544-257 or 
+233-302-512-312. 

ABOUT FOE-GHANA 
ABOUT   NDF  

This Newsletter was prepared by Nature and Development Foundation (NDF) in collaboration with Friends of the Earth Ghana and Client Earth with funds from the European Union and DFID.  The contents of this publication are the 

sole responsibility of Nature and Development Foundation and the contributors and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union and UK DFID. 

The Nature & Development 

Foundation (NDF) was 

legally established in 

November 2013 in Ghana. 

It was born out of the long 

presence of WWF in 

Ghana and across the 

West African region as a 

non-profit organization, 

limited by guarantee. 

The foundation has a mission to help build a society in which 

human development and nature conservation complement each 

other. It also believes that, ways exist to balance the needs of 

development with sustainable land uses that do not threaten 

forest biodiversity and forest dependent livelihoods of the region. 

NDF understands that it must not limit itself to working only with 

those in the forest industries itself, but must engage more widely 

in multiple sectors and processes if it is to achieve its mission. 

Though currently active in Ghana, it aims to increase its activities 

in Cote d’Ivoire and Liberia in the future. For more information 

visit www.ndfwestafrica.org Or call TEL: +233-302-518-710 

Industry agrees that old leases should have 

been converted into modern timber con-

tracts almost two decades ago, but does not 

feel that extra fees are justified  

CSO representatives pointed to a law, which 

was passed in 1998 that obliges forest opera-

tors to convert their old leases into modern Tim-

ber Utilisation Contracts. After almost two dec-

ades this has not happened. If Ghana wants to 

trade only in legal timber, no timber harvested 

under these ‘non-converted leases’ is accepta-

ble. Industry agrees with the need to convert 

these leases but does not want the process to 

include the need to pay additional fees. They 

feel that these fees – timber rights fees – which 

have to be paid annually and were only intro-

duced in 2003 are not justified. CSOs believe 

that this entrenched position is not healthy for 

our forest sector and stands in the way of en-

suring that Ghanaian timber is legal.  

 

Special permits for special people? Indus-

try and NGOs agree that logging should be 

done by professionals  

Another longstanding topic of debate in discus-

sions on legal timber is ‘special’ or ‘Ministerial’ 

permits. CSOs commended recent efforts of 

the Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources 

and the Forestry Commission to develop 

guidelines for the issuance of such permits. 

Previously, the absence of rules for special 

permits had lead to problems, both from the 

perspective of CSOs as well as from industry. 

The guidelines should address some of those 

problems. However CSOs were still of the view 

that special permits lack sufficient legal basis 

and transparency. After discussing all these 

problems during the meeting, industry and 

NGO representatives agreed that logging per-

mits should only be given to companies who 

count professional foresters among their staff. 

Legal timber requires clear laws 

CSOs strongly believe that the underlying 

issue of dated, scattered, unclear, and some-

times contradictory laws needs addressing. 
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The Ministry is currently reviewing reform options 

for ownership, and benefit sharing and aim to 

integrate the 2012 Forest and Wildlife Policy into 

law. This means Ghana is faced with a good op-

portunity to update and consolidate its forestry 

laws and will be in a better position to integrate 

them with the wildlife laws.  

The Parliamentary Select Committee on Lands 

and Natural Resources engaged in discussion 

with CSOs  

 

CSOs believe that stronger collaboration between 

civil society and other stakeholders, including 

industry, Parliament, the Ministry, and the Forestry 

Commission improves transparency, dialogue and 

allays some misconceptions about and between 

stakeholders.  They welcome the effort by the 

Parliamentary Select Committee on Lands and 

Forestry to consider the abovementioned issues 

and support the suggestion for more regular en-

gagements with the Committee.   

 

 

This was a meeting of the Legal Working Group 

(LWG) convened by Taylor Crabbe Initiative and 

ClientEarth, in collaboration with Nature and De-

velopment Foundation and Civic Response. The 

meeting was funded by UKAid and the European 

Union.                                                                 

Source: ClientEarth 

Supporters 

“ClientEarth is a public 

interest environmental law 

organisation, founded in 

2007. Their work com-

bines legal approaches 

with scientific and policy analysis to create practical solutions to the most 

pressing environmental problems (www.clientearth.org). 

  

ClientEarth’s Climate & Forests programme works to influence the 

development, implementation and enforcement of legal frameworks and 

policies. They seek to improve the operation and effectiveness of law in 

the EU and in non-EU focus countries with a view to minimising the 

impacts of agriculture, extractive industries and illegal logging on forests. 

They focus both on the substance and procedure of laws so that they 

become effective and equitable mechanisms to protect forests. The 

improved use and management of forests can contribute to a reduction 

in inequality and to tackling poverty, particularly for forest dependent 

communities. 

  

Since 2012, ClientEarth has been working with national lawyers in 

Ghana, Gabon and the Republic of Congo to empower civil society 

organisations (CSOs) for them to take part in processes of law reform 

and implementation. Voluntary Partnership Agreements (VPAs) contrib-

ute to those processes and are therefore been an integral part of the 

focus of their work in country. This body of work is funded by the UK 

government under a DFID-FGMC (Forest Governance, Markets and 

Climate) grant.” 

ABOUT  CLIENT EARTH 

24tanzania.com  

http://www.foe-ghana.org
http://www.ndfwestafrica.org
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