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News Stories

CSOs Demand Transparency
On ‘Special Permits’
ivil Society Organizations (CSOs) at
the fore of the discussions on the
FLEGT process in Ghana are calling
for more transparency from the Forestry
Commission and the Ministry of Lands and
Natural Resources in the disclosure of the
number and scale of “special permits”
available for CSOs.

next meetings of the Multi-Stakeholder
Implementation Committee (MSIC) and Joint
Monitoring and Review Mechanism (JMRM)
of the VPA respectively, representatives of the
CSOs came to the conclusion that the Section
6 (2) of Timber Resources Management
(Amendment) Act, 2001, Act 617, does not
confer authority on the Minister to issue a type
of permit which is not already established.

According to them, it would help them to
appreciate the magnitude of the situation, lest
the discussions on such matters become
major time spent on minor issues.
At a meeting as part of preparations for the

They also declared that the current 'assumed”
powers of the Minister was in direct
contradiction to the Act 547 and the
Constitutional provision which requires all

C

natural resources agreement to be ratified by
Parliament.
Rather, they want the guidelines for special
permits developed to be used to convert
existing “special permits” to Timber Utilization
Contracts (TUCs) in the short term and in the
long term, the guidelines should be put into
legislation to amend the Act 547. They argued
that, placing the guidelines developed in the
Manual of Procedures of the FC does not
address the question of legality and
constitutionality, rebutting claims that CSOs
are stalling the process.

In March 2016, a meting was held with the
Ministry to further discuss the subject matter
and the JMRM. During the JMRM, the Ministry
committed to include the guidelines in a
Legislative Instrument based on a recent list
of special permits shared by the Forestry
Commission.
The meeting, called to reaffirm and clearly put
forward the positions of CSO particularly on
special permits, was attended by a wide
representatives of NGOs and facilitated by
TaylorCrabbe initiative in collaboration with
Forest Watch Ghana and ClientEarth and
funded by UK DFID / EU.
Story by: ClientEarth
Articles, Stories and Contributions
can be sent to stetteh@ndfwestafrica.org

FOE-Ghana, Rain Forest Foundation To
Deploy Technology In Forest Monitoring
<<< Continued from page 1

The project involves the use of mobile phone
application and Information Technology
Systems to generate data that could influence
decision on day to day management of the
resources, improve detection and reporting of
forest infractions as and when they happen,
help to identify risk areas quickly, ensure law
enforcement, corrective action, transparency
and good feedback.
The overall aim of the project is to reduce
forest sector illegalities by enhancing the role
of local communities and the low cost
technology in forest monitoring, thus
improving the quality and availability of
information on forest infraction and the
effectiveness of the law enforcement.
It will be piloted in two forest districts in Ghana
(one each from Ashanti and Brong Ahafo
Regions), with one forest reserve and three
forest fringe communities. Community
members will be trained to be conversant with
forest laws and systems application to be able
to collect quality data which will be sent onto a

centralized data based systems.
There will be collaboration with the
Forestry Commission and Forest
Services Division to verify the data
for prompt action.
The project is necessitated by the
fact that, due to low capacity and
knowledge, forest fringe
community members are not able
to effectively and efficiently monitor
forest reserves to forestall illegal
logging and other activities
detrimental to the conservation of
forests in the country.
It is expected that communities will © FODER/RFUK community members undertaking forest monitoring
be empowered to monitor forest operations
reforms as well as support the VPA
through new low-cost technologies in a riskimplementation.
managed environment and hence ensure
transparency, enhance law enforcement and For more information,
improve quality of information on illegal visit: http://flegtinfo.org and http://foe-ghana.org
activities. It will also contribute to improving
forest governance and other policy areas for Story by: Friends of the Earth Ghana
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Domestic Timber Trade,
Driving Afromosia
to Extinction

A

search by Nature and Development
Foundation (NDF) has revealed that
there are trades of Afromosia on the
local timber market without accompanied
documentation.

goes for GHc200 for
Afromosia. This is
because ''kokrodua is
scarce and difficult to
harvest. It is a hard wood
that destroys the teeth of our
chainsaw machines''.

The species, also known as ''kokrodua'' is a
hard wood listed under appendix II of the
Convention on International Trade and
In an interview, the head of
Endangered Species (CITES) of wild fauna
the Forest Services Division
and flora since 1992. This is because it is at a
(FSD) of Forestry Commission, Mr. Alex
risk of local extinction due to commercial
Boadu, emphatic that
over-exploitation.
the species could not
The listing also
be found on the
….‘’I can supply one
means that though
market, stated that
the timber species
any Afromosia traded
thousand pieces of
can be harvested
on the local market is
a n d t r a d e d Afromosia to any buyer
illegal. ''We are not
commercially, it is
offering any yield for it,
in less than a week.’’ nobody
regulated by a
is exporting
system of permitting.
Kokrodua, so where
can you find it? Then it
However, a walk through some timber
might be a chainsaw product which is
markets and sawmills in Accra and Dormaa
illegal'' he explained.
Ahenkro in the Brong Ahafo region showed a
continuous sale of the wood species in that
part of the country without the required
certificates.
Some wood sellers currently trading in the
species confirmed that they get their
products from the forests of Ghana while
others said they get them from Cote d'Ivoire.
One of the wood sellers who declined to
disclose his source of supply, assured ''I can
supply one thousand pieces of Afromosia to
any buyer in less than a week''.
He said, a size of Odum that costs GHc50,

Saw miller displaying sawn Afromosia

This was confirmed by a sizeable number
of timber merchants who claimed they had
never seen the wood in their five to twenty
years of experience in the industry.
Even though the Forest Services Division
has placed an embargo on yield for the
wood for the past decade in a bid to protect
it, Afromosia continues to be under threat
on the local market and there are fears it is
gradually towing the line of extinction.
www.ndfwestafrica.org
Story by: Nature & Development

Connectivity, Erratic Power
Supply Hinder GhLAS Rollout

C

onnectivity and Erratic power
supply have been identified as the
major challenges facing the rollout
of Ghana's Legality Assurance System
(GhLAS).
This came to light at the eighth session of
the Joint Monitoring and Review
Mechanism (JMRM) to implement the
Forest Law Enforcement Governance and
Trade (FLEGT) Voluntary Partnership
Agreement (VPA) between Ghana and the
European Union (EU) that took place in
Accra in March 2016.
A needs assessment was carried out with
support from EFI's EU FLEGT Facility and
drawing on the findings of the assessment,
a request was made to the UK Department
for International Development (DFID) to
support the installation of a solar energy
power supply at a number of critical
locations, apply improvements in the
internet connectivity and configuration, as
well as offer support to the collocation of
the system server.

©NDF Beams of Afromosia at the Accra Timber Market

©NDF

However, while DFID has responded
positively to the request, the funding has
yet to be secured. The JMRM agreed that
failure to swiftly procure the necessary
goods and services to address the power
and connectivity challenges would

©NDF Tree measurement for Management Plans

seriously constrain Ghana's progress
towards FLEGT licensing.
It was also made known that Ghana had
developed procedures for FLEGT licensing
but is waiting to be able to complete a full
'end-to-end' testing of the system before
finalizing these. It was therefore agreed that
when available, a final version of these
procedures be shared with the EU
competent authorities through the ad hoc
FLEGT committee, so that the various
Member States can be clear about what
they need to do to prepare to retrieve
Ghana's FLEGT licenses.
>>> Continued on back page
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Articles

The Forgotten Day
by J. Sterling Morton. On April
10, 1872, an estimated one
million trees were planted in
Nebraska. It is observed on
the last Friday of April every
year.
The Arbor Day holds the key
to tackling the devastating
effects of Climate Change
that has become a global
menace. It has the potential
of increasing Ghana's forest
stock and changing the
people's attitude towards the
environment if taken serious.
Picture Source: www.theguardian.com

By Theodore Kwaku Mawuli Viwotor

T

o the older generations, especially
those who grew up in the rural areas, it
was a remarkable day that many
looked forward to; a day on which each pupil
or student would have the opportunity to
come closer to nature than before.
In the urban areas, its significance, as can be
observed these days, was less felt for many
reasons. Whereas some schools would take
time off to mark it, others could do less
because they found themselves in areas that
were fast losing touch with nature.
You may still be wondering which event or
day one may be referring to in this instance.
Don't take your mind far to the Independence
Day of Ghana or the Republic Day.
It is Arbor Day!!! Yes, you have forgotten
because it is no more a remarkable day on
the modern day calendar. It is long forgotten
because there are more important things
that pre-occupy our minds than the
environment.
The way mankind has forgotten about the
Arbor Day is indicative of how matters
relating to the environment are now
secondary and mankind is watching
unconcerned as the ecology is degraded
and livelihoods endangered.
The Arbor Day, from the Latin word 'arbor'
meaning tree, is a holiday in which
individuals and groups are encouraged to
plant and care for trees. Today, many
countries observe such a holiday. Though
usually observed in the spring, the date
varies, depending on climate and suitable
planting season.
The first American Arbor Day was originated
in Nebraska City, Nebraska, United States

Assuming a million out the 27
million Ghanaians planted a
tree every Arbor Day, Ghana would be over
10 million trees richer in ten years.

It is not too late to put back life into this
special environmental day; it could start with
the younger generation who should be
made to either plant a tree on that day or
taken to a rural area on that day to do so as
an excursion.
This is necessary in view of the obvious
diminishing space for trees in the urban
areas, where the quest for more habitats is
eroding the little space left for trees. The
trees would admit that their lifespan is on
daily basis being cut short by those more
interested in space for rooms than for
protecting the environment.
Don't join the bandwagon; make a
difference on every Arbor Day by planting
a tree or supporting a tree-planting
exercise in your home town or any rural
area of choice.
Concerned Journalist
(mviwotor@yahoo.com)

Natural Resources
Determine Nation’s Wealth

A

former Director of Operations of
the Wildlife Division of the Forestry
Commission (FC), Mr. Cletus
Nateg, has noted that, a nation with a weak
natural resource base is poor, explaining
that the wealth of every country depends
on her natural resources.
Mr. Nateg, who made this statement in an
exclusive interview on the effects of the
extinction of tree species on a country,
explained that when a country is said to
have lost one of its
species, that country's
biodiversity has gone
down, a development
that is not a good sign.

change is the only solution.
He explained that “Forest Management is
the management of people. It is the people
that have the problem not the trees.'' He
added that God created the resources for
food and use but the insatiable nature of man
is one reason that leads to the exploitation of
the forest. www.ndfwestafrica.org
Story by: Nature & Development Foundation

The loss also means
that ''your management
systems have not been
very effective so it dents
the image of the
country'' he added.
Mr. Nateg said the
causes of the extinction
of tree species
comprise a whole
complex chain, ranging
from over-exploitation,
agricultural extension,
illegal mining to climate
change.
When asked what can be
done to control the situation, the Wildlife
and Environmental expert said attitudinal

©NDF Cross-section of Mpameso Forest Reserve

Articles, Stories and Contributions can be
sent to stetteh@ndfwestafrica.org
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The training led to gradual spreading of
media attention beyond event reporting
into policy and community level dialogues.
Also, there are indications that the media
attention scope in forest governance is
widening. Media houses such as Today
Newspaper, Ghanaian Times, Peace
FMonline and Ghana Broadcasting
Corporation Radio are beginning to take
interest in reporting forest related issues.
There are still outstanding policy concerns
which blur the lines of accountability and
transparency, particularly in Ghana's VPA
implementation. Civil Societies have
identified problems with the processes of
acquiring ''special permits'' and are
advocating the establishment of a
Legislative Instrument (LI) to recognize a
competitive bidding process instead of the
proposed administrative processes.

©FOE

Illustration of Media Coverage in Four Selected Regions

C

ommunication has been
indispensable in Ghana's VPA
process to raise awareness, facilitate
consensus building, meet transparency
commitments and raise the profile of the VPA
and FLEGT licensed timber.
Media coverage has been identified as a key
contributor that has shaped and affected
policy discourse as well as public
understanding.
However, the media has largely been viewed
as a passive tool for disseminating remotely
ceiled information rather than an active

facilitator in agenda-building towards
greater transparency and accountability. In
forest governance, this may not be
considered unorthodox.
Yet, such passivism has arguably
undermined public participation in key
forest sector issues and clogs transparency
and accountability in the VPA process. For
this reason, Friends of the Earth-Ghana
joined forces with government and other
civil society organisations to train over 80
media practitioners on selected forest
governance themes.

A sustainable partnership between media
and civil society organisations in support of
forest governance reforms has become
necessary at this time.
Friends of the Earth-Ghana is hereby
calling on the media to put such increased
capacity to use by engaging in the ongoing
forest governance reforms. This would
enhance bottom-of-the-pyramid
awareness and participation in Ghana's
forest governance which is arguably a
m i s s i n g i n g r e d i e n t i n t h e V PA
implementation process. For more
information, visit: http://flegtinfo.org and
http://foe-ghana.org

Story by: Friends of the Earth Ghana

Community-Based Forestry
– Driving Force In Boosting
Sustainability and Livelihoods

C

ommunity-based forestry has shown itself
to be a potent vehicle for promoting
sustainable forest management,
reducing poverty and generating jobs and
income for rural communities, but unlocking its
true potential will require greater support by
governments through policy reforms and other
measures.
Many community-based forestry regimes are
showing great promise as engines for
sustainable development but are still performing
below their potential, an FAO report says.
Under the approach, local communities partner
with governments to play a lead role in making
land-use decisions and managing the forestry
resources they depend on for their livelihoods.
According to "Forty years of community based
forestry: A review of extent and effectiveness",
almost one-third of the world's forest area is now
estimated to be under some form of communitybased management.

Yet in many cases, while in
practice policies may exist for
the decentralization and
devolution of rights and
responsibilities to communities,
the right conditions may not yet
be in place for them to fully
exercise their rights.
The report outlines a series of
actions needed to make
community-based forestry more effective,
including providing communities with secure
forest tenure, improving regulatory
frameworks, and transferring appropriate and
viable skills and technology.
Access to markets and knowledge of market
mechanisms are also essential if communities
and smallholders are to commercialize their
forest products, which can significantly
contribute to poverty reduction.
"Indigenous peoples, local communities and
family smallholders stand ready to maintain

©FAO Mozambique Women carrying fuelwood
to be sold by the roadside for additional income

and restore forests, respond to climate
change, conserve biodiversity and sustain
livelihoods on a vast scale", said Eva Müller,
Director of FAO's Forestry Policy and
Resources Division. "What is missing in most
cases is the political will to make it happen.
Political leaders and policy makers should
open the door to unleash the potential of
hundreds of millions of people to manage the
forests on which the whole world depends for a
better and sustainable future". www.fao.org
Story by: Clark, Philippines/Rome
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International News

Liberia, EU Review
Progress Under Legal
Timber Trade Agreement
epresentatives of Liberia and EU
have met to review progress towards
implementation of their Voluntary
Partnership Agreement (VPA ) which aims to
ensure Liberia export only legal timber
products to EU.

R

and economic opportunities''. ''Good
governance of the sector does not mean that
forestry products are not extracted. It's about
making sure that the extraction follows the
laws of Liberia and that the benefits are
shared with the population'' she added.

The Chair of the board of Liberia's Forest
Development Authority (FDA) and co-chair of
the JIC, Sister Mary Laurene Browne,
expressed satisfaction at the progress made
in the implementation of the agreement since
their last meeting. And was hopeful that they
will make up for momentum lost during the
Ebola crisis.

Issues discussed at the meeting included,
progress with the Liberian Timber Legality
Assurance System, human resource and
capacity building exercises, improvement of
the regulatory framework, monitoring
environmental, economic and socials
impacts of the VPA and the implementation
of the VPA priorities for 2016.

The EU Ambassador to Liberia, Tina
Intelmann said ''the Forestry sector is of
enormous importance for Liberia, last year,
the sector generated more than US$ 8 million
in tax revenue and created legitimate jobs

Read full story at www.euflegt.efi.int/

Rise in China’s
2015 sawn wood
import volumes,
import values fall

©NDF

C

hina's 2015 sawn wood imports
totaled 26.08 million cubic metres
valued at US$7 billion. There was a
year on year increase of 2% in the volume
of imports but an 8% decline in value.

©NDF

International Day of Forests,
FAO launches new forest
and water programme

T

he Food and Agriculture Organisation
( FA O ) h a s l a u n c h e d a n e w
programme aiming to enhance the
critical role of forests in improving water
quality and water supplies.
The programme, focused specifically on the
close relationship between forests and
water, will start off by looking at ways to
improve water security in eight West African
countries: Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal and SierraLeone. The agency will work with local
communities to raise their awareness of the
interactions between forests and water and
help them to integrate forest management in
their agricultural practices to improve water
supplies.
FAO used this year's International Day of
Forests celebration to shine a spotlight on
how forests can contribute to improving

Of total sawn wood imports, sawn
softwood imports fell 3% to 14.11 million
cubic metres. However, the data shows a
7% rise in sawn hardwood imports to
11.97 million cubic metres.
Of total sawn hardwood imports, tropical
sawn wood imports were 4.77 million
cubic metres valued at US$2.1 billion, up
15% in volume but down 6% in value.
www.euflegt.efi.int/
Source: EU FLEGT Facility

water availability, especially in countries
facing scarcities of this precious resource
which is becoming increasingly important in
the face of climate change.
"The challenges are many, but the goal is very
clear: to ensure the sustainable management
of forest and water resources on the planet,"
said FAO Director-General Jose Graziano da
Silva. "Promoting forest restoration and
avoiding forest loss will require a significantly
increased level of funding and innovative
financing, including from private funds and
traditional investors, in the coming years."
"FAO is committed to providing a neutral
platform for negotiations and dialogue, to
encourage greater interaction among all the
parties working to achieve sustainably
managed forests," he added.
The programme kicks-off with a first
focus on setting up a forest-water
monitoring framework to help countries
assess potential forest benefits in
terms of water resources. This will
involve developing a set of
standardised monitoring indicators
and field methods to identify which
forest management interventions
result in improved water quality and
enhanced supplies. This data will be in
turn used to develop better-informed
practices and policies to unleash the
full potential of forests in improving
water supply.
Source: www.fao.org

©FAO

Articles

Local Forestry NGOs
Face Information Drought
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on-going campaigns, validate and
approve the draft work plan for 2016,
review and reflect on the governance of
the coalition of NGOs and to receive
updates on the exercise members of the
coalition embarked on to test the
transparency commitments of
government.
As next steps, the information would be
validated and used to engage the Forestry
Commission before it is published.
The work plan for 2016 details advocacy
and internal capacity building programs.
The advocacy campaigns would seek to
enhance community participation in the
management of forest, adoption of
community forestry as a model for forest
management and for improved tenure and
benefits to local communities. Main bodies
targeted for advocacy includes the
Ministry of Lands and Natural Resources,
the Forestry Commission, traditional
authorities and District Assemblies

©FWG

I

t has emerged that local Non
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in
the forestry sector are not getting the
necessary information to carry out their
advocacy and watchdog role in the sector.
At the 2016 Annual General Meeting of the
Forest Watch Ghana (FWG) held in Larteh, in
the Eastern Region, it was disclosed from the
feedback of members that, out of the six

forest districts that were served with formal
requests for the list of valid permits, only
one district manager responded positively.

The Work plan also emphasizes continued
advocacy for the forest sector legal reform
and consolidation of forest laws, the
development of the forest master plan and
the tree tenure and benefit sharing
national consultations.

The situation stems from fear on the part of
the managers that the information could be
used in an adverse manner that could affect
them in some way.

Forest Watch Ghana (FWG) is a coalition
of 35 NGOs and individuals seeking to
release social justice in forestry, improve
governance and sustainable management
of the resource.

The meeting was convened to follow up on

Story by: Forest Watch Ghana

The Sea of Trees — Strange Forest News

T

he Sea of Trees or Aokigahara is a
forest located at the northwest base of
Mount Fuji in Japan. The forest
contains a number of hidden caverns and
giant trees. It is very dark and has thick
growth, so the only light that can be seen
inside the forest is a collection of sunbeams.
Aokigahara holds an absence of wildlife and
is known for being an eerily quiet place.

Japanese and English, which urge people
to reconsider their actions.
Every year, a collection of police and
volunteers conduct an annual body search
of the land. During the event, corpses are
always discovered, usually hanging from
the trees. The Sea of Trees is reportedly the
world's second most popular suicide

In modern times, the Sea of Trees
has gained a reputation for two
things, a breathtaking view of Mount
Fuji and suicides. There is currently
no reliable statistics for the total
number of suicides in the forest.
However in 2004, 108 dead bodies
were found in Aokigahara.
In recent years, the Japanese
government has stopped publicizing
the number of suicides in the forest.
In 2010, it was reported that 247
people attempted suicide in the Sea
of Trees, but only 54 succeeded.
The suicide rate has caused officials
to place signs in the forest, in

location after San Francisco's Golden
Gate Bridge.
Japan's suicide rate is a major problem
and has been rising after the 2011 Great
East Japan earthquake and tsunami. The
country has been experiencing a large
wave of social withdrawal. Hikikomori is a
Japanese term that refers to the
phenomenon of reclusive
adolescents or young adults who
have chosen to withdraw from social
life, often seeking extreme degrees
of isolation.
It is estimated that around 1% of the
entire Japanese population is living
as hikikomori. In Japanese
mythology, the Sea of Trees has
always been linked with morbid
myths and legends. It is widely
believed that the custom of ubasute,
where an elderly relative is left to die
in a remote location, was widely
practiced in the forest.

© http://listverse.com

Source: http://listverse.com
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Connectivity,
Eratic Power Supply
Hinder GhLAS Rollout
<<< Continued from page 3

A consensus was reached that the
submission to FLEGT committee should be
in the form of a summary with the full
procedures attached for reference.
Another issue highlighted in the joint
assessment was the need to complete Forest
Management Plans (FMPs) for all forest
reserves under production. The JMRM was
informed that the Forestry Commission was
prioritizing the completion of plans based on
the current harvesting schedules. In that
regard, of the 95 FMPs required, 32 were
prioritized. The status of these plans was
confirmed as; two are complete and ready for
printing, ten are in the final stages and will be
complete by June 2016; the remaining twenty
are in various stages of progress and will be
complete by November 2016.
Ghana acknowledged that in addition to the
government funding used to prepare the
FMPs, the additional support provided by the
European Forest Institute’s EU FLEGT
Facility, the Nature and Development
Foundation (NDF) also used project fund
from their FAO FLEGT programme to support

ABOUT NDF
T h e N a t u r e &
D e v e l o p m e n t
Foundation (NDF) was
legally established in
November 2013 in
Ghana. It was born out of
the long presence of
WWF in Ghana and across the West African
region as a non-profit organization, limited by
guarantee.
The foundation has a mission to help build a
society in which human development and nature
conservation complement each other. It also
believes that, ways exist to balance the needs of
development with sustainable land uses that do
not threaten forest biodiversity and forest
dependent livelihoods of the region.
NDF understands that it must not limit itself to
working only with those in the forest industries
itself, but must engage more widely in multiple
sectors and processes if it is to achieve its
mission.
Though currently active in Ghana, it aims to
increase its activities in Cote d'Ivoire and Liberia
in the future. For more information visit
www.ndfwestafrica.org
Or call TEL: +233-302-518-710
Supporters

the collection of
data to inform the
p
l
a
n
development
process. Ghana
also confirmed
that they were
currently trying to secure funding to complete
the stakeholder consultations for ten of the
forest reserves.
They disclosed that the draft Public
Procurement Policy for verified legal timber
and its associated guidelines were submitted
by the Minister of Lands and Natural
Resources (MLNR) to Cabinet for approval in
February 2016.
Also, through the Timber Industry
Development Division (TIDD), the FC has
facilitated the establishment of the Domestic
Timber Trade Network (DOTTNET), which is
a coalition of all major actors along the supply
chain.
DOTTNET seeks to improve the supply of
legal timber on the domestic market and is

ABOUT ClientEarth

©NDF

one activity among many to achieve the
objectives of the domestic market policy.
DOTTNET committees have been
established throughout the country, made up
of buyers and sellers, to oversee and ensure
flow of legal timber along the supply chain.
This group ensures that members are
registered with Forestry Commission and
encourages further membership to capture
all actors on the domestic market.
Source: Timber Validation Department (TVD)
of the Forestry Commission of Ghana
(An Extract from the Aide Memoire, 8th
Session of JMRM)

ABOUT FOE-GHANA

“ClientEarth is a public
interest environmental law
organisation, founded in
2007. Their work combines
legal approaches with
scientific and policy analysis to create practical
solutions to the most pressing environmental problems
(www.clientearth.org).

FoE-Ghana is a
member of Friends of
the Earth International,
a federation of 76
a u t o n o m o u s
environmental
organizations from all
over the world.

ClientEarth’s Climate & Forests programme works to
influence the development, implementation and
enforcement of legal frameworks and policies. They
seek to improve the operation and effectiveness of law
in the EU and in non-EU focus countries with a view to
minimising the impacts of agriculture, extractive
industries and illegal logging on forests. They focus
both on the substance and procedure of laws so that
they become effective and equitable mechanisms to
protect forests. Improved use and management of
forests can contribute to a reduction in inequality and to
tackling poverty, particularly for forest dependent
communities.

Our vision is that Ghana should become an
ecologically and economically sustainable society
based on equitable distribution of resources to both
men and women and the highest achievable
standard of living for all. We promote solutions that
will help to create environmentally sustainable and
socially just societies.

Since 2012, ClientEarth has been working with national
lawyers in Ghana, Gabon and the Republic of Congo to
empower civil society organisations (CSOs) for them to
take part in processes of law reform and
implementation. Voluntary Partnership Agreements
(VPAs) contribute to those processes and are therefore
been an integral part of the focus of their work in
country. This body of work is by the UK government
under a DFID-FGMC (Forest Governance, Markets
and Climate) grant.”

Our mission is to work with others to build a
movement for environmental change that spans
from local to global levels. Our core activities cover
natural resource management, policy and
legislation issues including forest and biodiversity
conservation, climate change mitigation and
adaptation, sustainable land management,
e x t r a c t i v e s e c t o r a d v o c a c y, w a t e r s h e d
conservation management, livelihoods support
and women and youth empowerment.
We have a membership of about 15,000 people
and over 2000 volunteers. Visit www.foeghana.org
for more details. Or call TEL: + 233– 302– 544257 or +233-302-512-312.

This Newsletter was prepared by Nature and Development Foundation (NDF) in collaboration with Friends of the Earth Ghana and Client
Earth with funds from the European Union and DFID. The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of Nature and
Development Foundation and the contributors and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union and UK DFID.

